April 27, 1951* 


Mr, H. M, Sturges 
886 Main Street 
Bridgeport 3, Connecticut 

Dear Mr, Sturges: 

I sincerely appreciate your nice letter of April 22, 19 51* 
indicating your desire to endeavor to find out more about 
the copper coins found in the iron kettle at Stepney, I 
am glad you are interested in research along these lines 
and I am well along the way to completion of a detailed 
article on the subject, 

Mr, John Richardson and I corresponded for years and he was 
a reAl student of early American coppers, 

I note that you are considering making a sale of your col- 
onial coins and if you are interested in doing so I would 
very much like to have the opportunity of acquiring, directly 
from you, any in which I might have an interest. If you 
desire to sell the collection intact there would be no ob- 
jection to that, I am interested in all types of colonial 
coins, including genuine and counterfeit, of English and 
Irish, which apparently circulated in America. 

Stack's originally acquired the hoard of coins found in 
Stepney, Connecticut, and sold the pieces to various 
persons, the great bulk. of them going to Norman Bryant. 

I obtained a few pieces from them. 

I look forward to hearing from you. 


Sincerely yours. 


EPH/atb 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 
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June 28, 1951* 


Mr. Harold M, Sturgis 

Connecticut General Life Insurance Company 
886 Main Street 
Bridgeport, Conn. 

Dear Mr. Sturgis: 

I appreciated your letter of June 2li, 1951*, very much, and 
I fully realise the problem you had with respect to finding 
where this hoard came from. Possibly the concealment is 
due to the fact that there might be a fear that the owner 
of the ground or the tenant of the ground might claim an 
interest in the coins from the finder. 

There were no dies in this group. What was said was that 
there were some new dies found which meant that there were 
some new die varieties found. 

Tour story as to Mr. Richardson is a possibility as at that 
time Stacks did not have with them anyone who was an expert 
on American die varieties. 

I do have a complete study of the coins made before Bryant 
got them but after certain ones had already been sold. I am 
intending to publish that as part of some work I am doing 
for the American Numismatic Society. 

I was very interested in the fact that you had a unique Higley 
token and assume that was the variety with thewheel as I have 
never seen it. In any event, when you get an opportunity 
to list some of the coins you have, for sale I will look 
forward to hearing from you. 


Sincerely yours. 


EPN/atb 


January 18, 1955 


Mr. Harold K, Sturgesa 
886 Main Street 
Bridgeport 3, Connecticut 

Dear Mr. Sturgesa* 

In reviewing my numismatic correspondence in an effort to 
continue my work on colonial coins, I note that we last 
corresponded six months ago and that you indicated you might 
have some colonial coins for sale. Ihere are two things I 
am interested in adding -- any colonial coins to my collection, 
and I aw also interested in any unusual die varieties of coins 
which may be necessary in the research work I am doing. 

I will probably be in Hew York within a month or so and wonder 
whether you are going to be in Bridgeport because I could 
readily come up that way. Would you be kind enough to let 
me know whether you will be in town for the coming period 
and whether it might be worthwhile for me to cme to see 
you. 

I have just finished an article on the Virginia halfpence 
and it will be published in Williamsburg and I have now finished 
an article on the l/2lith real plantation token which I plan 
to publish in the Numismatist. With these out of the way I 
can go back to my regular work on the copper coinage of the 
period from 1776 to 1789. 

I look forward to hearing from you and thank you for your 
efforts to locate the famous Stepney Connecticut hoard. My 
only conclusion is that the place where they were found has 
been deliberately concealed in order to prevent the owner 
of the land from claiming them. 

Beat regards. 


Sincerely yours. 


EPN/atb 
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January 26, 1955 


Hr. Harold M, Sturgas 
886 Main Street 
Bridgeport 3» Connecticut 

Dear Mr, Sturges: 

Thank you for your letter of January 20, 19$5 indicating that 
we could get together the next time I an east. I will, of course, 
give you as much notice as I can. 

In addition to colonial coins, I also collect colonial paper 
money, including the Continental series and have close to 1,000 
notes in this group; however, I always desire to add to that part 
of my collection and will he pleased to see them. 

I certainly look forward to the possibility of a visit to Monroe 
with respect to the coins in the iron kettle as up until the 
copper panic of 1789 I imagine your section of Connecticut was 
flooded with coppers. 

As to the l/2lith real I would appreciate it if you would send it 
to me for examination as I am preparing a list of the die varie- 
ties of that coin. The article I have already written on that sub- 
ject has been sent forward for publication but you might be in- 
terested in the enclosed information which is the basis of the 
article. This is the first information that has ever turned up on 
the tin item, I have sent the article to the Numismatist for pub- 
lication. 

The article on Virginia halfpence is now in the hands of the 
hilliam and Mary Quarterly magaaine. My research nowwlll again 
be devoted to Machin's Mill, which is the matter I have been 
working on for many years and about which I have assembled a 
great many new facts. 


I have also begun photographing of coins to add to the publica- 
tions and that has been a fascinating struggle as I am quite an 

amateur. 

I look forward to meeting you and know that we will have much 
in common. 


Sincerely youz^. 


SPN/atb 


February 1, 1955 


Mr. Harold M, Sturges 
886 Main Street 
Bridgeport, Connecticut 

Dear Mr, Sturges: 

I am arriving in Naw York the evening of Wednesday, 
February 2nd and will stay over the weekend, I 
plan to be at the Biltmore Hotel. 

If it is convenient for me to see your collection 
I will come to Bridgeport at our mutual convenience 
which could be either Saturday or Sunday, I had 
hoped to give you more time, I would, of course, 
have no objection to coming to Bridgeport some 
evening If that would be sufficient time. 

I would appreciate it if you could drop me a note 
to the Biltmore Hotel, in New York, on receipt of 
this letter, on your thoughts, and I can telephone 
you to make final arrangements, 

I look forward to meeting you. 


Sincerely yours. 


KRIC P. NEWMAN 


BPH/atb 


February 11, 1955 


Mr. and Mrs, Harold M, Sturges 
I’lain Street 

Bridgeport, Connecticut 
Dear Mr, and Mrs, Stinrges: 

I have just returned home and \d.sh to'ithank you for the 
most stimulating and interesting evening which I spent 
at your home seeing €l 11 of your treasures. It was a real 
treat to find collectors with as many interesting hobbies 
as you have and I feel privileged to have been able to 
share them with you, 

lb is hard for me to add to your lovely collections but, as 
I indicated, I had a group of miniatiire coins which I be- 
lieved wo ild fit in to your collections of miniatures and 
am enclosing them herewith, 

t 

I am also returriing at this time the list of the signatories 
to ^?arious notes and bills of the colonial period as I have 
made copies of it for my file and for the file of one or 
two others who are interested in this field, 

I hope to be able to complete the study of the items I 
bop*owed very soon and to send you a list of what I would 
like to buy from you. 

With kindest personal regards and further thenks for your 
kindness , 


Sincerely, 


EPN/atb 
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February 2$, X9$$ 




Mr« Harold Sturgas 
886 Main Street 
Bridgeport, 3, Conneetiout 

Dear Mr, Sturgeat 

1 finally had an opportunity to work orer the notes I 
took when I was at your home and also the coins I 
borrowed from you. 


In order to avoid sending a lot of material back and 
forth I am returning the $20,00 Yorktown which is a 
"Jfltish counterfeit of the period and which is just 
as rare as the genuine issue. Would you, therefore, 
write me as to what prices you feel are fair on the 
items I am intez^ested in, 

I have asked several button collectors to look for 
a button with the angel with the elbows extended but 
ha-TO had no luck, as yet. That won»t stop me from 
continuing . 


I have been talking about yotxr many hobbies to various 
friends of mine from time to time and it is unneesssary 
to exaggerate in any respect, ^ 


My kindest regards to both of you. 


Sincerely yours. 


EPH/atb 
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March 11, 19 ^$ 


Mr* Harold M* Stnrgea 
886 Main Street 
Bridgeport 3, Connecticut 



Please do not feel in the least concerned about not 
being able to continue with our coin transaction at 
this time* When you have nothing better to do you 
can certainly take it up again* 

I will return the coins at the first opportunity I 
have* 


Sincerely yours. 


EPN/atb 



April 8, 19$$ 


Mr* Harold M* Sturgla 
886 Main Streat 
Bridgeport Conneetiout 

Dear Mr* Sturgis i 

I have been travelling and as a result did not get 
the opportunity to return your eoins* 

I aa enclosing herewith the paper money items I 
borrowed and am sending^ under separate eover^ the 


Whenever you have nothing better to do 

write me concerning some of the items I am interested 

in as I would very much enjoy purchasing them* 

Kindest personal regards* 


Sincerely yours ^ 


EPN/atb 
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May 31, 1955 


Mr* and Mrs* Harold H* Sturgos 
C/o Conneetleut Gelieral Life Inauraneo Company 
886 Main Street 
Bridgeport 3, Connecticut 

\ 

Dear Hr .and Mrs* Stvrgest 

I have just completed doing something which you would 
have enjoyed* We organised, in St* Louis, a Senior Citiaene 
Hobby Show so that people who have retired or have leisure 
time, can become acquainted with new hobbies and learn 
to enjoy them* We had over 250 exhibitors and loads of 
visitors* It was something new for St* Louis and we hope 
to do it every year* New York has such a show and we 
believe it is fundamental in order to make senior citizens 



I am still continuing to do research on interesting nn» 
mismatic subjects and have received a very substantial 
number of unpublished documents from the Public Records 
Office, in London* I will work this in to one of my 
forthcoming publications. 

My very kindest personal regards to both of you* 


Sincerely, 


EFN/atb 
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February 27, 19^7 


Mr, Harold M* Sturges 

C/o Connecticut General Life Insurance 
886 Main Street 
Bridgeport 3, Connecticut 


Company 


Dear Mr# Sturges : 


I still recall, with great pleasure, 
visit to your home early in 19^5 and 
thought of you. Every antique dealer 
has buttons, I have always asked for 
with arms akimbo. No luck so far. 


the pleasant 
have often 
I see who 
the angel 


time since visiting you I have been en- 

research and 1 am enclosing two 
Of the publications I wrote and which I hope you will 

r J Completed a much longer work 

hv Colonial Virginia which was published 

by the American Numismatic Society of New York 
.have several more articles in process so you ’can 
see I am keeping very busy# 

I interested in 

at a!Jv collection 

at any time you might care to dispose of them. 

continue to find 
collections in many fields 

nd I would enjoy hearing from you at your convenience. 
Kindest personal regards to both of you. 


Sincerely, 


EPfJ latb 


ERIC P. NETiMAN 


